


in the town, a rise of 1.11 per cent on the 986 registered 
unemployed a year earlier. 

But a Council spokesperson said that trend compared well 
with other parts of the county and the authority is trying to 
counter jobs losses. 

“In 2009, we held an Employment and Advice open day, 
where advice was given on available jobs, training and 
careers, all under one roof. We are planning to repeat this 
event in 2010,” said the spokesperson. 

SKDC’s economic development strategy for 2009-2014, 
shows a rise in finance and IT businesses, and public 
administration, education, health and tourism-related 
activities, but a fall-off in manufacturing and distribution 
firms, hotels and restaurants. 

“South Kesteven District Council’s priority next year is 
inward investment, so we will be working to attract new 
businesses to the area. The Council is working in partnership 
with Lincolnshire County Council to promote the area to new 
high-value industries, including those which attract higher 
levels of skills than the traditional industries,” said the 
spokesperson. 

Because of the town’s Growth Point Status, the authority 
will particularly be focusing on new business areas, such as 
Station Approach and the Southern Quadrant. 

“At Station Approach, it is our intention to provide an 
incubation and innovation centre, plus other high quality 
business space and a hotel. Regeneration of this area will 
also improve the strategic links between the station and the 
town centre,” said the spokesperson. 

“The Southern Quadrant is also a major priority. Planning 
permission has recently been granted for the first phase of 
development here, to include a large distribution hub, next to 
the A1. The developer will have to provide a new access from 
the A1, which will link to the Spittlegate Level and become 
an important first step toward the delivery of the east-west 
relief road.” 

More than a year ago, Grantham looked into the potential 
for having its own Business Improvement Group, but it was 
decided that the timing wasn’t right. 

However, SKDC, the county council, Grantham Business 
Club and Grantham Futures have been working closely 
together on the business club-led initiative Project Pretty. 
This has led to the improvement of empty shop windows, 
landscaped roundabouts and the addition of hanging baskets 
in the town.  

Grantham Business Club has 100 member businesses, 
which together employ 3,500 people, and managers have a 
vested interest in making sure that Grantham is a winning 
destination for the future. 

Chairman Alastair Hawken said: “Grantham’s purpose has 
changed over the past twenty years and many businesses 
have lost out to the supermarkets. We need to create a new 
future and we have started working on this with SKDC.”

Mr Hawken, who owns Panini, a sandwich and coffee bar 
in the town centre, said the town – where Mrs Thatcher was 
born and grew up above her father’s grocery shop at No. 1 
North Parade – has a great history and a potentially bright 
future. 

“The town has incredible potential; historically Sir Isaac 
Newton went to school here, we have the links with Mrs 
Thatcher and The Dambusters and the first Hornsby 

caterpillar tracks were produced here,” he said.
“We now have to be very careful to ensure that we have 

the infrastructure in place to service the planned new 
developments, which will bring in 25,000 to 30,000 people 
and that we have the jobs here and a town centre which is fit 
for purpose.

“We need to attract in new niche businesses, including 
independent boutiques, to have more people living in the 
centre of town and a greater community focus,” said Mr 
Hawken. 

He said the letting of empty premises is not helped by the 
fact that many are no longer seen as being in ‘prime 
locations’, but they are still advertised at prohibitive prices. 

INDEPENDENT TRADERS
Independent traders continue to form a key part of the 
town’s business scene and they include long-established 
stores and firms offering a wide range of essential services. 

Names to look out for include what is claimed to be 
Grantham’s oldest business, H H Cox, along with jewellers 
Hoppers, MD Jewellers and Graves, The Grantham 
Florist and accountancy firm Duncan & Toplis.

H H Cox’s history dates back to 1836, but that 
doesn’t mean that this fashion and accessories store, 
which also offers wedding and special occasion-wear 
hasn’t moved with the times. 

Ben Newcombe-Jones and Max Sims are partners 
at the helm of this distinctive retail outlet, which was 
formerly run by Roger Latter and Stewart Amos.

“Since taking over the premises two years ago, we 
have done a lot of modernisation work, including 
putting down new floors and knocking out walls, and 
have stock displayed across three floors,” said Mr 
Newcombe-Jones.

“I was the original work-experience, Saturday boy, 
then full-timer here. With working in the shop for so 
long, I knew when the previous owners wanted to 
retire quite a long time in advance, and I had first 
refusal on the premises.

“In some respects it was a good time for Max and 
I to take on the business, because the economy was 
still relatively buoyant. It has been really tough more 
recently, but we still think it’s the best decision we 
made.”
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CiviC SoCiety
Grantham Civic Society was formed over forty years ago 
by townspeople who became concerned about the 
destruction of some of Grantham’s heritage. And today 
the Society still has the same core aims – to “preserve 
the good in the old and encourage the good in the new”. 
Membership is open to anyone, not just people who live in 
Grantham. It has even had someone join from Australia. 

Chairman Louise Mumford said the Society, which 
holds a bi-annual awards scheme – where people are 
asked to nominate buildings or schemes, such as parks, in 
the categories of New Build, Restoration and 
Environmental, is very active. 
“We are looking to encourage good design, quality 

materials, locally sourced where possible, and special 
features and sustainability. These are things that people 
respond to,” she said.

“Grantham’s location and the town’s transport links 
were key factors in it being given Growth Point Status. It 
means the size of the town will increase dramatically – 
thousands of new homes will be built and employment 
and facilities to service population will have to be 
provided. 

“This will bring its own challenges to the historic core 
of the market town and we are commenting on proposals 
put forward as well as working with SKDC and other 
partner organisations. The slowdown in the economy has 
meant new development has taken a back seat, but we 
feel this gives us an opportunity to encourage, through 

“You too can help 
to preserve the 
nation’s Vulcan”

Donations may be sent to VTST, 
Bruntingthorpe Airfield, Lutterworth, 
Leicestershire, LE17 5QS, or by 
phone to 0116 247 8145. More 
information on the project can be 
found at www.VulcanToTheSky.com 
or by ringing 0116 222 6861.

MONUMENTAL & 
ARCHITECTURAL MASONS
An independent family business which specialises 
in all types of stonework including
New Memorials, Second Inscriptions,
Cleaning and Restoration Work, Stone Carvings
A free design service is available for your individual needs.
All work is carried out here at our premises.
40 Castlegate, Grantham, 
Lincs NG31 6SU
Or for a home consultation 
by appointment
Telephone/Fax: 01476 564189

Carving a memorial at 
RAF Saltby

G.H. Linnell
Established 1860 • Proprietors: Peter & Elizabeth Cole

Kesteven & Grantham 
Girls’ School
(A Specialist Science, Mathematics and Languages School)
Sandon Road, Grantham NG31 9AU
Tel: 01476 563017 Fax: 01476 541155
e-mail: mailto@kestevengrantham.lincs.sch.uk

Looking towards the next step in your daughter’s education?

Want a school that combines traditional values and the latest 
technology, and that takes pride in its enviable reputation 

and excellent examination results?

If so, then make Kesteven and Grantham Girls’ 
School your first choice.

A high performing specialist Science, Mathematics and  
Languages school, KGGS offers excellent facilities for today’s 
student; whether they are preparing for GCSE‘s or ‘A’ levels.

Places are often available throughout the year and across all 
Key Stages to girls who meet our admission criteria. (Admission is 
based upon the Lincolnshire Grammar Schools’ 11+ procedure).

So, if you are seeking a first class education for your daughter 
in a highly successful selective environment, why not contact 

the school to find out more or arrange a visit.

RIVER WALK

ThE hIgh STREET
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lobbying, that the major new developments planned do 
really showcase the best of design, materials and 
planning.”

Civic Society Vice-Chairman, John Knowles runs River 
Care – part of the Civic Society but, again, open to all. 
This ‘hands on’ group meets regularly to clean up the 
river and riverbanks in the town, an exercise appreciated 
by townspeople, anglers and the wildlife which has 
repopulated the river.

The Civic Society’s latest project has involved 
information boards, aimed at giving visitors and shoppers 
a potted history of the area. The first was installed in the 
Market Place just before Christmas. 

Funded by Grantham Futures, the boards were made in 
Nottingham and the drawings done by Grantham artist 
Richard Coppin. Lincolnshire County Highways did the 
installation and helped to improve the listed ‘conduit’ in 
the Market Place where the board was located. 
A second board is being put up by St Wulfram’s Church 
and the Society would like to place another on St Peter’s 
Hill and have one which will reflect Grantham’s industrial 
history, but funding is needed to make these a reality.

This year the Civic Society is also introducing a Blue 
Plaque scheme to the town, in order to celebrate some of 
its most famous names, such as Sir Isaac Newton. 

You can find out more about the Society by visiting its 
website on www.granthamcivicsociety.co.uk
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Grantham honda 
Grantham Honda is based at Spittalgate Levels on the 
edge of the town and staff are in an upbeat mood as 2010 
gets underway. 

Twelve months ago, no-one would have predicted a 
record year at Grantham Honda. 

2008 had proved to be one of the most challenging years 
in the dealership’s history and the prospects for 2009 
looked uncertain.

But Vertu Honda group Marketing Manager Emma 
Scott said that once January arrived, a new optimism 
entered the market and the local region which together 
with good support from Honda UK, the dealership team 
was able to attack the market and reap the rewards. 

“Grantham Honda has represented this marquee for 
twelve years. During that time a core team has grown and 
developed the brand and a loyal customer base has made 
the Grantham dealership group one of the most successful 
in the country,” she said.

“Chris Taylor is instrumental in the group’s success, 
initially employed as a sales executive when the 
dealership first opened and working his way up to his 
current position of managing director. One of his 
greatest pleasures of being associated with the business 
is welcoming customers back to the dealership time and 
again, building a trust relationship which is never taken 
for granted.” 

GRANTHAM HONDA

THe IsAAc NewTON ceNTRekINGs wAlk
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