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A MIX OF SUNSHINE AND
SHOWERS DIDN’T DAMPEN
THE SPIRITS OF VISITORS TO
THE GARDENER’S FAIR AT
MARKET RASEN LAST JUNE.
HELD OVER TWO DAYS, THE
SHOW PROVED EXTREMELY
POPULAR AND DREW
CROWDS FROM ACROSS THE
COUNTY.

IMPROVING THE TOWN FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS
‘Proud of the past. Providing for the future,’ is the
quote used by the Market Rasen Development Trust to
highlight their key objective – to improve the town for
future generations.

Up to now the group has worked on numerous
projects to benefit the area in a bid to help out the
local economy and bring in more visitors.

A few years ago King Street and Queen Street, the
main business centre in the town, was refurbished
benefiting many local organisations. A CCTV system
was installed, local bus services were extended, a
coach park was built and a new community and
business website was produced, along with tourism
resources – opening up the town to tourists. 

The group, which originally consisted of fifteen
voluntary directors, was supported by West Lindsey
District Council and managed to obtain the majority
of the funding for the above work and much more
from East Midlands Development Agency.

Chairman, Carole Skye, has been involved since the
very beginning. “In 1999 Market Rasen town was
pretty desolate and grim with many shops closed,” she
explained.

“The voluntary groups who were trying to get the
support and involvement of the community were
struggling for survival. Market Rasen Development
Trust sprang into existence in response to many
community voices wanting to make a difference to
their town. We set up as a social enterprise to
improve the quality of life for local residents.”

Market Rasen – racing ahead
Business in Market Rasen has been brought into the 21st Century thanks to the
hard work of a proactive community group. Since the Market Rasen Development
Trust (MRDT) was founded in 1999, the town has gone through an impressive
regeneration and there is still more to come…

Words:  Alison Sandilands  Photographs: Scott Murray and Keith Skingle
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BRAIN AND SUE STEPHENSON
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RASEN HUB AT THE 
HEART OF THE COMMUNITY
One of their current and ongoing
projects is the Rasen Hub – a
multi-use centre for the
community. Located on Union
Street, this former block of flats is
a base where people can access
help and support on anything from
searching for employment to
finding out what is going on in the
area with local businesses,
activities and events. 

Providing an incentive for local
start-up businesses, this useful
building also contains three units
available for lease at the cheapest
possible price. 

Stella Tuplin, coordinator at the
Rasen Hub, said there are
currently three aspiring
entrepreneurs making full use of
this affordable space.

“The businesses usually stay for
around two years and then move
on,” she said.

“We are looking to expand
further and are currently seeking

funding. It is like a mini job
centre, a support place and a
tourist information point. People
can also come here to hold
meetings.”

The local branch of Mencap, a
charity offering support to people

with learning difficulties and their
families, is an example of an
organisation which takes full
advantage of this meeting space.

Making laptops available for
community use at Rasen Hub is
next on the agenda for the MRDT.
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MARKET RASEN DEVELOPMENT HUB

Made to measure - Built to last

01673 842388
info@bridgwaterglass.co.uk  www.bridgwaterglass.co.uk

Units 2 & 3 Parkview, Gallamore Lane Ind. Est., Market Rasen, Lincolnshire

Manufactures & installers of top quality
PVCu windows & door systems

Made to measure - Built to last

BRIDGWATER
GLASS LTD

A reliable family run business established for over 20 yearsA reliable family run business established for over 20 years

Let the sun
shine in!

Let the sun
shine in!

Sarah 
Parradine

FSSCh DipPodMed MBCha MChs

Qualified Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Health Profession Council Registered

Clinic or Home Visits
•

Offering competent & 
sympathetic treatment in all
aspects of foot healthcare

•
Sentinel House

Newtoft Business Park
Market Rasen

Tel: 01673 861386

HPC Reg no. HPCCH 16511

AWA R D W I N N I N G

Albion 
Tea Shop

41 Queen Street, 
Market Rasen
Lincolnshire

LN8 3EN

Opening Times
Mon-Sat 8:30am-4:30pm

Sun 10:00am-3.00pm

Rasen
Hardware
34A Queen St,
Market Rasen

LN8 3EN
01673 843296

Calor Gas Stockists and Suppliers
of Portable Gas Heaters

We also stock an extensive range
of fireside products including:

• Firegrates & Frets
• Coal Buckets, Hods & Scoops
• Log Baskets
• Companion Sets
• Fireguards & Screens
• Fire Bricks, Fire Cement, Stove Rope

Ashpans - Shovels - Coal Savers
Tongs - Candle Snuffers
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO
BOOST BUSINESS DURING
HARD TIMES
The MRDT is seeking volunteers to
support current projects and help
implement new ones to improve
business and tourism opportunities
in the town.

Three directors are
needed along with a
treasurer and
general volunteers.

There are plans to
bring in new services
to help people
through the credit
crunch, with the
formation of a credit
union consisting of
volunteers. 

Help is also needed
with writing out

grant applications and sourcing
funding.

GREEN EXTRAVAGANZA
GETTING BIGGER AND BETTER
An event which has deeply embedded
its roots in the county’s social
calendar is the annual Gardener’s

Fair. The MRDT is the brain behind
this two-day green extravaganza
which has brought huge crowds to the
town for the past several years. The
last fair featured more than fifty stalls
spilling out of the Market Place and
Festival Hall selling anything from
bulbs and plants to art and crafts.

There is always live
entertainment and a
tasty selection of food.
Local gardens are also
opened up for people to
appreciate. There are
already fourteen
gardens signed up for
the next event, thanks
to the hard work of
volunteers.

The next fair will be
held on 30th and 31st
May.

“

”

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR 

HAVE YOUR SAY...
Please address your 

letters to:Lincolnshire Life,
County House, 9 Checkpoint

Court, Sadler Road, 
Lincoln, LN6 3PW 

or email us on
editorial@lincolnshirelife.co.uk 

MARKET RASEN METHODIST CHURCH QUEEN STREET

THE GRANDSTAND AT MARKET RASEN RACECOURSE
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Wonderful wedding
favour ideas . . .

SPECIAL EDITION CHOCOLATES
Willingham Hall, Market Rasen, 

Lincolnshire LN8 3RH. 01673 844073
Order online at www.specialeditionchocolate.co.uk

We make all our chocolate by hand using
the finest ingredients. Our dark chocolate
contains 70% cocoa solids and is not
bitter. Our milk chocolate 38% cocoa
solids and white 30%. 

Our own handmade chocolates including:
❑ Gorgeous chocolates & truffles
❑ Handmade flavoured bars
❑ Make up your own hamper

Opening Times
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am – 4.30pm
and weekends by prior arrangement

THE

BLACK HORSE 
INN

New Owners - New Menu. 
Serving quality, local, seasonal foods (all

homemade – from breads to ice creams), real
ales, quality wines, local Cider and a very

warm welcome.
Open: Tue – Sat: 12.00-2.30pm 

& 5.00-11.00pm. Sun:12.00-6.00pm.

MAGNA MILE, LUDFORD, 
MARKET RASEN, LN8 6AJ

Telephone: 01507 313645

Tel (01673) 844900
24b Waterloo Street

Market Rasen
In Association with

The Lincoln Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic
Gavin Cummings MCSP/SRP & Jane Seabrook MCSP/SRP

Deb Daly MCSP/SRP
Chartered & State Registered Physiotherapist

Accredited member of the Acupuncture Association
Registered with BUPA, PPP & other insurance companies

Over 12 years experience diagnosing and 
treating musculoskeletal conditions including

The Market Rasen
Physiotherapy

&
Sports Injuries Clinic

Sports 
Injuries

Whiplash

Back Pain

Acupuncture

Sprains &
Strains

Arthritis

Daytime & Evening Appointments Available
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SHOPS AND MARKETS, 
HORSERACING AND GOLF
Like many market towns, the independent shops are a
very important part of Market Rasen’s character and
charm. 

There are a number of locally run businesses located
around the town centre and a Tesco store is situated on
Linwood Road, which is used by the townspeople and also
brings in people from the surrounding villages.

The market days are Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
between 8am and 4pm, with a farmer’s market on the
first Tuesday of each month and a weekly auction on
Tuesdays from 10.15am. 

The only racecourse in Lincolnshire is located here.
Market Rasen Racecourse, a Jockey Club racecourse,
organises more than twenty events every year, bringing a
lot of business into the town. 

There is also a golf course sitting right in the centre of
the race course, providing a challenging course in
beautiful countryside surroundings. 

A number of restaurants and pubs are located on site
and nearby.

Market Rasen &
District Golf Club

Market Rasen & District Golf Club established in
1912 moved to its present site on Legsby Road
in 1923 and now has the reputation of being

one of the finest courses in the county. Although not long
by modern standards (6239 yards), it is a picturesque
heathland course offering a challenge to golfers of all
abilities by virtue of its tree lined fairways and natural
hazards including the River Rase which meanders
through the course. Other facilities include a practice
ground, a four hole pitch and putt area and practice
putting greens. The resident PGA professional offers
tuition and keeps a well stocked shop where both
members and visitors can purchase the latest equipment
and clothing. The Clubhouse offers full bar and catering
facilites in comfortable surroundings overlooking the
18th green. Casual green fee players and Societies are
always welcome on weekdays with prior booking.

MARKET RASEN GOLF COURSE

P H I L I P  J A M E S
I N T E R I O R S

E x c l u s i v e  

B e s p o k e  F u r n i t u r e .

I n d i v i d u a l  P i e c e s ,

L i b r a r i e s ,  P a n e l l i n g ,

F u l l y  F i t t e d  K i t c h e n s

a n d  B e d r o o m s .

S p e c i a l i s t  C a b i n e t  

M a k e r s  &  P o l i s h e r s .

Branston Business Park, 

Lincoln Road, Branston,

Lincoln LN4 1NT

Tel: 01522 790555 

email: enquiries@pjinteriors.co.uk  

web: www.pjinteriors.co.uk
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