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LIFE IN LINCOLNSHIRE

News from around the county

ALL OF A FLUTTER

Celebrity conservationist Chris Packham was all of a flutter
as he launched a £10 million fund for biodiversity projects in
the UK. Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust received £250,000 for
habitat re-creation on the Lincolnshire coast.

Nine projects run by The Wildlife Trusts, the RSPB
and Butterfly Conservation are to benefit from the
first £1.6 million to be awarded by not-for-profit business
WREN from its new Biodiversity Action Fund (BAF). The
£10 million, five year funding programme aims to restore,
conserve and revive the UK’s natural habitats and protect
endangered species. Awards were made between £113,000
and £250,000, with two projects receiving the maximum
£250,000 — Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and the RSPB in

Eastern England.

Chris Packham said “This is a fabulous scheme which
puts substantial and much needed sums of real money into
real conservation and targets it at intelligent projects which

seek to protect and enhance the UK'’s natural biodiversity —
superb!”

GRANT HOPE TO
REVERSE DECLINE OF
LINCOLNSHIRE’S
WOODLAND BIRDS
An ambitious new grant
scheme has been launched
in Lincolnshire to stem the
decline in woodland birds.

The Forestry
Commission is offering
financial support to local
landowners and managers
in key areas of the East
Midlands to improve the
habitat for up to sixteen
vulnerable species.

Both the Bardney
Limewoods and
Lincolnshire Wolds AONB
are included in the
groundbreaking project,
which is being
supported by the
RSPB.

TREE PIPIT

Although woodland cover
in the county is one of the
lowest in England — just
3.3% of land area — half of
the birds
being targeted are
found in Lincolnshire,
including Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker, Woodcock,
Garden Warbler, Tree Pipit
and Spotted Flycatcher.

Wild birds are a good
indicator of the general
health of the countryside
and they have been chosen
as one of
the

Government’s fifteen
headline indicators of
progress towards
sustainable development.

However, the UK’s
woodland bird population
as a whole has fallen by
twenty per cent in the last
twenty-five years and some
species, such as the Lesser
Redpoll and Willow Tit,
have crashed by more than
ninty per cent since 1970.

Much of the decline is
due to changes in the
structure of our woodlands,
such as the age and
diversity of tree species,
and long-term under-
management.

Measures which could be
funded under the new
scheme will include
preserving dead trees to
provide natural nest sites,
coppicing, thinning and
creating glades and scrubby
areas favoured by many

species. Monitoring of
the target species will
take place to see what
difference woodland
management makes.

David Bole, from the
Forestry Commission’s East
Midlands Region,
explained:

“Woodland birds are
truly evocative parts of our
wildlife and it’s vital we do
all we can to protect them.
With very low levels of tree
cover in Lincolnshire,
managing our existing
woods to provide maximum

benefit for wildlife becomes
even more important. Many
bird species don’t travel far,
so it’s easy for them to
become relatively stranded
in increasingly fragmented
woodland. One of our
broader aims is to try and
connect these areas together
to create so-called “wildlife
corridors’. What we need
now is for land managers
to step forward and
work with us to secure
the future of these
wonderful creatures.”
Underpinning the new
initiative is the Bird
Conservation Targeting
Project, an ambitious
mapping project involving
the Forestry Commission,
RSPB, British Trust for
Ornithology and Natural
England which has
identified breeding
‘hotspots’ for certain
species. These locations will
be used in determining grant
eligibility and to target help
where it is most likely to
produce results.

Nigel Symes, from the
RSPB, added:

“There is strong evidence
that under-management of
our woodland is driving the
severe declines we are
seeing in several woodland
birds. This grant, because it
is well targeted and is
designed to deliver the
woodland condition these
birds need, is a very
significant step in bringing
about a recovery in their
numbers.”’

COVER PRICE

There will be an increase
on the cover price of
Lincolnshire Life to £2.60
with effect from October
2009 issue to cover slightly
increased production costs.



KIDS TURN OUT FOR
MACMILLAN MILE
Hundreds of local school
children recently turned
out in force at RAF
Cranwell for this year’s
annual Macmillan Mile

fund-raiser held in aid of
Macmillan Cancer
Support.

Pupils from Cranwell
Primary School, North
Rauceby Primary School
and Our Lady of Good
Counsel Primary School
from Sleaford joined
Service and civilian
personnel on Station to
walk the one mile from
College Hall to Adastral
Hall.

Luckily the weather
held and the RAF Falcons
Parachute Display Team
dropped from the back of
a Dakota on to the Orange
in Front of College Hall
where the Stn Cdr, Gp
Capt Nigel Wharmby took
the salute.

After a short but
energetic aerobic warm
up, taken by former
Gladiator winner Cpl Si
Wray from the College
Gym, the crowds set off
behind the Band of the
RAF College and made
their way to the finishing
line.

Just under £600 was
raised on the day so ‘thank

you’ from the Macmillan
Mile Committee to
everyone who managed to
drag themselves away
from their desks and take
part. A big ‘thank you’
must also go to A C
Williams and Sleafordian
Coaches who transported
the Rauceby and Sleaford
schoolchildren to Cranwell
free of charge.

LEAVES SLUMP
STANDING
They may be specialists in
the high-speed world of
sport and race cars but
Roose Motorsport staff in
Lincoln can barely keep up
with demand for their
products.

And, while many

companies struggle to
survive the effects of the
recession, the workforce of
five works seven days a
week to keep up with its
booming orders.

The city firm already
supplies customers as far
afield as Australia — with
50% of its sales coming
via the internet — and 40%
by word of mouth.

Now the opening of a
franchise in the USA is
planned for next year. In
just six years, the
company has become
the tops in making =
and supplying silicone P
hose kits for road, .
race, rally and i
prize-winning show
cars.
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industrial estate, it
is also becoming an
increasingly
important name to
the car
customisation
enthusiasts. Now Roose
Motorsport Ltd is a
nominee for the
Lincolnshire Media
Business Awards
(presented in association
with Lincolnshire Chamber
of Commerce) and in the
Business Link- sponsored
Small Business of the
Year Award.
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