
But there is much more to this very old and distinguished 
village whose story goes back into the mists of 
unwritten history when a certain Medric had a 

homestead there, or at least his people did. In the Domesday 
Book it is Medricesham –‘the settlement of Medric.’ In 1193 
it was written as Mederingeham, something close to the name 
we have today. It appears that the man whose name survives 
in the place today had his home there around 500 AD, and 
later the Romans settled there, as they did in so many parts 
of the county.

The modern world of advertising and materialism was 
seeping into the village by the early nineteenth century: 
Mr John Elkington, a Metheringham man, was quoted 
in an advert for ‘Blair’s Gout and Rheumatism Pills, as 
available from Mr E B Drury’s shop near the Stonebow, 
Lincoln’, and Mr Elkington was apparently ‘glad to answer 
any queries regarding this amazing medicine, having 
bought half a dozen boxes in Lincoln’. More significantly, 
mechanisation was playing an important part in the local 
economy: in 1841, when floods covered much of the 
borderlands of the Witham, ‘The Morning Post’ reported 
that, ‘The steam engines erected within the last few years 
have wonderfully improved the drainage of the Nocton, 
Blankney, Metheringham and other fens.’ The established 
country ways came head to head with the new machines, 
and there were casualties, as in the case of a young man 
called Wallhead who was driving a wagon and team 
belonging to his employer, Mr Green of Metheringham, by 
the Durham Ox pub when the lead horses were startled by 
the noise of an engine, and Wallhead died in trying to stop 
the stampede. 

Looking for the special nature of a village when it is part 
of a cluster is a fascinating task, and Metheringham is a 
perfect example of this, as it is close to Nocton, Dunston and 
Blankney, so its story runs into theirs of course. Yet it has one 
particular feature in its story that appeals to lovers of English 
topography: it was reborn after being destroyed by fire in 
1599: there were virtually no surviving places there after the 
fire, which started in the street runnel or ‘kennel’ (related to 
the word ‘canal’) and did widespread damage, including the 
destruction of the old church, a place which was renewed 
and re-dedicated three years after that appalling tragedy. 
The South Door has the date 1602 and the royal cipher, and 
as Dick and Jean Randall explained in ‘Lincolnshire Life’ 
some years ago, there is some local lore related to the former 
north door: ‘The latter, used largely for medieval processions. 
And at one time called ‘The Devil’s Door’ and left open at 

baptisms for the escape 
of the exorcised evil, is 
often no longer in use…’ 

Every place has its 
hidden stories like that, 
but Metheringham has 
many more including 
its Edwardian fame 
when it had a miniature 
rifle range, opened in 
1911 by Prince Arthur 

of Connaught, a grandson of Queen Victoria. The range was 
created by Lord Londesborough who had strong views on 
shooting, in that time of great militarism and preparation 
for possible wars to come; he told the press that ‘Every 

If the character of a place was defined by its place in ‘big history’ then 
Metheringham – known as ‘Meg’ locally – would be forever labelled the place 

where the RAF 5 Group, Bomber Command, was established in 1942. 

Metheringham:
Home to Fayres and Flights

Words: Stephen Wade Painting: David Work
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Englishman must appreciate the value 
of such clubs, and to every soldier they 
were of vital importance.’ 

Communities are made by their 
people of course, and Metheringham 
has had others, less famous than 
Lord Londesborough, but no less 
interesting. Mary Mackie recalled 
one such character in this magazine, 
writing about her father’s uncle, Bill 
Fox, who represents a long-gone 
lifestyle: ‘He always seemed to wear 
thick brown corduroy trousers, heavy 
boots and a shirt with no collar, 
and he lived in a house at the end of 
Metheringham Fen amid the flat land 
and the dykes…’ Mary’s visits to Bill 
epitomise the particular quality of 
travel in Lincolnshire when few had 
cars: ‘My mother used to take me 
down the fen by train, then across 
the ferry and over two fields along a 
path called the Crossbanks because it 
ran from one great draining dyke to 

another, the Delph.’ 
The railway did come, though, and 

the late Victorian maps show the 
Great Northern and Great Eastern 
Joint Railway line running through 
Dunston, Metheringham and Scopwick. 
After the closure of Metheringham 
station in 1961 (when it was joined 
with Blankney) there was a gradual 
movement to re-establish it, and in 
1975 it was reopened; ‘The Times’ 
reported on the special occasion: 
‘With due ceremony, which included a 
specially composed song, the villagers 
of Metheringham… celebrated the 
reopening of their railway line… From 
today, 15 trains to and from Lincoln 
will make daily stops at Metheringham 
for the first time in 14 years and 
it is hoped that about a hundred 
passengers will use the service 
each day.’ The photo at 
the time shows the 
train, with ‘Special’ 

on the destination plate, and a large 
and animated crowd lining up for a 
performance of the song.

One curious feature of the railway 
along the villages to Lincoln in 
Victorian times was the link between 
Blankney and the Metheringham 
station made by Lord Yarborough 
between Brocklesby Hall and the track: 
this was a sunken wooden coach-way 
which made it possible for people 
to reach the station without using 
the public road. This is typical of so 
many local amenities created by the 
rich landowners to add more comfort 
and convenience for guests when they 
entertained and supervised hunts and 
shooting parties. 

If we look to tradition, and often 
this goes back much earlier than 
the arrival of the locomotive, 
then the village has its ‘Fayre and 
Feast.’ This was always held on the 
third Saturday in October to mark 
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ST. WILFRID’S CHURCH JOHN ANDREWS OF J.A. ANDREWS AND SONS BUTCHERS

Parker brothers set the Superkart pace
Metheringham based brothers, Stuart and 

Steven Parker may seem quiet at first but 
once behind the wheels of their championship 

winning Superkarts, they are two of the country’s 
top racers. This adrenalin fuelled sport is a long 
way from the vision most people have of karting. 
Reaching speeds of up to 160mph, even Superbikes 
struggle to beat their laptimes and cornering. 
Their company, Parker Motor Sport, is also based 
in the village and supports their ambitions to see 
Superkarting appreciated alongside other top 
motorsports. They compete annually in the European 
Championships and in 2009 Stuart won the British 
Grand Prix held at Cadwell Park.

It is not a sport for the faint-hearted; both Steven 
and Stuart show incredible bravery as well as take 
a physical battering from the vibrations and wind 

pressure. They command alot of respect in the 
industry and if you get chance go along to Cadwell 
Park when they are racing to witness a thrilling 
spectacle.

STUART PARKER (CENTRE) 
TAKES TO THE PODIUM AFTER 

WINNING THE BRITISH 
SUPERKARTS GRAD PRIX
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the end of harvesting, but by the 1960s the 
event had died out, then it was revived in the 
late 1980s. Last year the theme was ‘heroes 
and heroines’ and one of the stars was Treo, 
an award-winning army search dog, and 
there were the usual attractions, including 
stalls, dancing, bands and a fairground.

Other survivals of the past are still in 
evidence, notably the windmill, known as 
the Old Meg Flour Mill, which was a six-
storeyed and six-sailed Lincolnshire mill, 
having the distinctive white onion-shaped 
cap; it was built in 1867, in a village 
paddock, and the mill’s working life ended 
around 1930 and it is now in a ruinous 
state, fifty years after the loss of the cap 
and windshaft. However, time has a habit 
of creating positive and ironical contrasts, 
and today in Metheringham the firm of A 
L Cox and Sons continues the work of corn 
merchants; established in 1958, they now 
run their own transport fleet and deliver to 
mills, compounders, crushers and to the new 

bio fuel industry. 
Of course the church and the life of 

worship have always been important 
and eventful in the village: in the parish 
visitations in the early years of the eighteenth 
century, the village incumbents were often 
in debt, and their situation forced them 
into hiding. The last years of the nineteenth 
century brought far more typical and 
culturally satisfying events, such as the drive 
towards education, supported by the Church 
of England’s Working Men’s Society, 
which held a special service for the local 
branch in 1889, including the highlight of 
a ‘knife and fork tea’ which was apparently 
something special then! There were also 
lantern lectures, launched in 1884 with a 
talk on Norway. Efforts were being made to 
enlarge the general knowledge of the people 
of ‘Meg.’ 

St Wilfrid’s Church is at the heart of the 
Christian life, and the mason John Tirrell 
worked on it when it was rebuilt after the 
fire; Pevsner the historian liked the bell-
openings and tower, but was puzzled by a 
‘tall attachment against the west wall of 
the tower.’ The church was restored in the 
Victorian period, when the north aisle was 
rebuilt, and more recently the oak choir 

metheringham cross

High Street, Metheringham Tel 01526 320556

Renowned for serving excellent 
quality Lincoln Red Beef Steaks

Midweek Specials
Tuesdays 
Curry Night from £7.95 
Eat in or take-away
 
Wednesdays 
Homemade pies and 
casseroles from £7.95 
Eat in or take-away
 
Thursday  
Taste of America 
Fajitas BBQ Ribs chicken & 
homemade burgers from £7.95 
Eat in or take-away
 
Friday 
Fish Night from £7.95 
Eat in or take-away

Sunday Lunch 
Two Courses £8.95 
Three Courses £10.95
 
Forthcoming Dates
 
Fathers Day June 19th 
Two Courses £8.95 
Three Courses £10.95
  
Christmas Fayre 
£19.95 per 
person for 
3 courses
  
Christmas Day 
£45.00 per 
person for 
4 courses

Bed & Breakfast accommodation £60 per room

BIKE TYRES - ALL BRANDS SUPPLIED, FITTED & BALANCED

SERVICING OF YOUR BIKE/QUAD/KART AVAILABLE
ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF KARTS & SUPERKARTS BUILT, TUNED & MAINTAINED

FULL/PART SERVICE & AFTERMARKET EXHAUST SYSTEMS SUPPLIED AND FITTED FOR MOST MAKES & 
MODELS OF BIKES, QUADS, KARTS & SUPERKARTS

CUSTOMER CARE - SECOND TO NONE! TRY US ONCE, 
YOU WON’T GO ANYWHERE ELSE EVER AGAIN!

TAILOR-MADE PACKAGES TO SUIT YOU THE CUSTOMER

WWW.DYNOCENTRE.COM / EMAIL: STEVE@DYNOCENTRE.COM
TEL: 01526 321449 OR 07787 178847

VISITORS TO THE DYNO CENTRE CAN TEST THE POWER 
OF THEIR MACHINERY IN A SAFE AND COST EFFECTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT. AS WELL AS RUN-IN NEW ENGINES/PARTS, 
TEST DURABILITY AND DIAGNOSE PROBLEMS.

THE STAR & GARTER
A traditional village pub
Open 7 days a week, 12noon - 11pm
• Cask ales
• Restaurant 
• Letting rooms

Food served from 
12noon to 9pm

Princes Street, 
Metheringham,  Lincoln LN4 3BX

7 Caroline Road, Metheringham,
Lincoln LN4 3HF

01526 320389

Freshly made sandwiches 
using the fi nest fi llings.

Homemade sausage rolls, 
pies and cakes.

Open Monday to Friday 
6am-2.30pm.

Hargraves
Sweet & Savoury

KADFibreglass Products
Fibreglass flat roofing specialists

All aspects of fibreglass work 
undertaken including ponds,  
kit cars etc.

Unit 28, Moorlands Trading Estate
Moor Lane, Metheringham
Lincolnshire LN4 3HX

Tel: 07788 413464
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stalls, screen and pulpit were added. 
There are several impressive windows 
as well, one particularly interesting one 
has a depiction of the village blacksmith 
and his wife. One special distinction of 
St Wilfrid’s is that its parish register 
(now kept in Lincolnshire Archives) is 
the very first, begun in the year 1538, 
when the preservation of parish records 
was established by Thomas Cromwell. 

The other building to attract Mr 
Pevsner was the manor house, built 
in the late seventeenth century by Sir 
Thomas Skipworth, and originally it 
was thatched; as Pevsner noted, it is 
built in the shape of a Greek cross. 
After a fire in the nineteenth century, it 
was taken over by Lord Londesborough, 
and as well as his interest in shooting, 
he had the famous Lancashire cricketer, 
Captain R H Spooner living there as 
agent. The manor was requisitioned by 
the RAF in 1942, but today is back in 
private hands. 

The general history and social events 
of the village have their interest, but it 
is hard to deny that the RAF presence 
there has taken centre stage in the 
past. The air base was opened there in 

1943, and although it lasted only until 
1946, the importance of its squadrons 
and their part in major activities 
in the theatre of war cannot be 
underestimated. The base was a class 
‘A’ standard airfield, built on 600 acres 
of farmland; the first squadron based 
there was No. 106, and was destined 
to lose sixty-five Lancaster bombers in 
the course of the war. 106 Squadron, 
in action for the battle for Berlin, and 
after 200 operations, then later formed 
part of the ‘Tiger Force’ working in 
the Far East. This was a very long 
range bomber unit, created after the 
Quebec Conference of September 1944 
when Winston Churchill transferred a 
major part of Bomber Command to the 
Pacific, with almost a thousand heavy 
bombers taking part. 

Today there is an Airfield Visitor 
Centre in the former ration store. 
As with so many former bases, the 
importance of the wartime activities 
and the historical details of action are 
preserved by enthusiasts, who help 
visitors to envisage where the hangars 
stood and what the scale of operations 
must have been. The Friends of 

Metheringham Airfield are always busy 
arranging events, such as their rolling 
programme of lectures and in gathering 
volunteers to work on the restoration of 
aircraft. They have also refurbished a 
gymnasium and take a pride in the No. 
106 Squadron memorial at the airfield. 

As with the sister villages around her, 
Metheringham is fortunate that local 
people are working hard to preserve the 
vestiges of the past and keeping some 
of the old traditions from a fascinating 
social history very much alive. The fayre 
and the flight are surely here to stay. 
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For a full, no obligation quotation in the comfort 
of your own home, please telephone one of our 
professional advisors on 01522 781077 or 
contact one of our funeral homes near you from 
the list opposite.

01522 534971
01529 306311
01507 523385
01790 752334
01205 362512
01507 603519
01507 463444

Lincoln
Sleaford 
Horncastle
Spilsby
Boston
Louth
Alford

Mablethorpe 01507 473440
Sutton on Sea 01507 441271
Grimsby  01472 242444
Spalding 01775 723199
Holbeach 01406 422333
Gainsborough 01427 612131
Newark  01636 703808

FUNERAL BOND
Lincolnshire Co-operative

Visit our website www.lincolnshire.coop

guaranteed
peace of mind

for you and your family
A Lincolnshire Co-operative Funeral Bond protects you against 
the rising costs of funerals.  We’re proud of our reputation as a highly-
trusted local company that provides a first class service. And, because 

there’s no middleman, we offer unrivalled value.

Lincolnshire Co-operative, Funeral Services, 
12 Portland Street, Lincoln LN5 7JX

“a professional service from people who care”
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